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Flight Season Chart Note:  Shading illustrates monthly percentages of the total flight season records for the 
species.  Each flight season record is a unique date/location/observer combination where one or more adult 
or an exuvia was recorded (excludes nymphs).  The actual number of flight season records for each month is 
show in parentheses.  Flight seasons begin earlier in the southern part of the state, often by a week or more.  
Also, flight charts may not be accurate for rare species because of few data available.
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Flight Season:

Autumn  
Meadowhawk

Identification: 
• brownish- red head and thorax
• dull red abdomen 
• yellow-brown legs 
• length 1.2-1.4”

Habitat/Range:  This species is usually found at 
bogs, ponds, marshes, lakes, and slow streams. It 
likes the habitats that are wooded and permanent 
or sometimes temporary. It is commonly found 
throughout United States and southernmost Canada. 
In Wisconsin, it is abundantly distributed through-
out the state.

Similar Species:

Bright red abdomen and 
head with clear to orange 

wings, length 0.8-1.4”

Mostly brown with 
red-orange markings on 
abdomen, brown legs, 

length 1.5 – 1.7”

Cherry-Faced 
Meadowhawk

Variegated 
Meadowhawk



Flight Season:

Calico Penant Identification: 
• Base of hindwing red/brown saddles 
• Reddish/brown spots on wings 
• Length 1.5-1.9”

Habitat/Range:  It is usually found at vegetated 
ponds, lakes, borrow pits, and stream pools with 
emergent plants or marshy borders. Sometimes they 
can be found at slow parts of streams or brackish 
marshes. It is widely, though locally, distributed 
throughout Wisconsin.

Similar Species:

Base of hindwing red 
saddles 1/4 of wing, violet 
forehead, length 1.9-2.1”

Base of hindwings red 
saddles 1/5 of wing, 
red forehead, length 

1.5-1.9”

Carolina 
Saddlebags

Red  
Saddlebags



Flight Season:

Carolina  
Saddlebags

Identification: 
• base of hindwing red saddles
• saddles 1/4 of wing
• violet forehead
• length 1.9-2.1”

Habitat/Range:  This species is more common in 
the south and possibly migratory toward to the 
north. It prefers ponds, lakes, swamps, and slow 
streams, including temporary ponds and avoids 
muddy water. In Wisconsin, it is known from just a 
few widely scattered sites.

Similar Species:

Base of hindwing red/
brown, saddles with 

reddish/brown spots on 
wings, length 1.1-1.3”

Base of hindwings red 
saddles 1/5 of wing, 
red forehead, length 

1.5-1.9”

Calico 
Penant

Red  
Saddlebags



Identification: 
• bright red abdomen and head 
• clear to orange wings
• length 0.8-1.4”

Habitat/Range:  It is usually found at ponds, 
lakes, marshes, bogs, and slow streams. It is 
infrequently found in Wisconsin, mostly in 
the north.

Similar Species:

Yellow to brown head, 
length 1.3”

Outer edges of wings 
amber-orange tinted, 

length 1.2-1.4”

Ruby  
Meadowhawk

Saffron-Winged 
Meadowhawk

Flight Season:

Cherry-Faced 
Meadowhawk



Flight Season:

Eastern  
Amberwing

Identification: 
• brownish-orange abdomen 
• amber wings, 
• length 0.8 – 1”

Habitat/Range:  This species is usually found 
at a variety of ponds and lakes, especially 
poorly vegetated, shallow, sandy or gravelly 
habitats. It may be found occasionally in bogs. 
It is widely distributed throughout Wisconsin, 
but is rarely present in high densities, as are 
most other meadowhawks.

Similar Species:

Outer edges of wings  
amber-orange tinted, 

length 1.2-1.4”

Saffron-Winged 
Meadowhawk



Flight Season:

Halloween  
Penant

Identification: 
• Orange wings with brown spots 
• Bands on forewings and hindwings 
• Length 1.4-1.7”

Habitat/Range:  This species can be found 
at borders of ponds, borrow pits, lakes, 
and marshes. It is widely, though locally, 
distributed throughout Wisconsin.

Similar Species:

Base of hindwing red/
brown, saddles with 

reddish/brown spots on 
wings, length 1.1-1.3”

Calico 
Penant



Flight Season:

Red SaddlebagsIdentification: 
• base of hindwings red with saddles
• saddles 1/5 of wing
• red forehead 
• length 1.5-1.9”

Habitat/Range:  Prefers ponds, lakes, swamps, 
and slow streams, including temporary ponds, 
and also avoids muddy water. It is occasionally 
seen throughout Wisconsin, but more com-
monly in the southern half of the state.

Similar Species:

Base of hindwing red/
brown, saddles with 

reddish/brown spots on 
wings, length 1.1-1.3”

Calico 
Penant

Base of hindwing red 
saddles 1/4 of wing, violet 
forehead, length 1.9-2.1”

Carolina 
Saddlebags



Flight Season:

Ruby 
Meadowhawk

Identification: 
• yellow to brown head
• length 1.3”

Habitat/Range:  This species prefers temporary 
ponds and ponds and marshes or occasionally 
lakes, swamps, bogs, and stream backwaters. In 
Wisconsin, it has been reported from scattered 
sites throughout the state, but because of mis-
identifications with other meadowhawks, the 
limits of its range in Wisconsin are not well known.

Similar Species:

Bright red abdomen and 
head with clear to orange 

wings, length 0.8-1.4”

Cherry-Faced 
Meadowhawk

Outer edges of wings 
amber-orange tinted, 

length 1.2-1.4”

Saffron-Winged 
Meadowhawk



Flight Season:

Saffron-Winged 
Meadowhawk

Identification:  
•  outer edges of wings amber-orange tinted
• length 1.2-1.4”

Habitat/Range:  This species is usually found 
at a variety of ponds and lakes, especially 
poorly vegetated, shallow, sandy or gravelly 
habitats. It may be found occasionally in bogs. 
It is widely distributed throughout Wisconsin, 
but is rarely present in high densities, as are 
most other meadowhawks.

Similar Species:

Bright red abdomen and 
head with clear to orange 

wings, length 0.8-1.4”

Cherry-Faced 
Meadowhawk

Yellow to brown head, 
length 1.3”

Ruby  
Meadowhawk



Flight Season:

Variegated 
Meadowhawk

Identification: 
•  mostly brown with red-orange markings  

on abdomen 
• brown legs, length 1.5 – 1.7”

Habitat/Range:  Usually found at non-moving 
waters, slow streams, and including ponds, 
This species is found throughout United 
States and southern Canada. It is very 
common in the west. In the east, including 
Wisconsin, it is migratory.

Similar Species:

Brownish- red head, 
thorax and dull red  

abdomen, yellow-brown 
legs, length 1.2-1.4”

Autumn 
Meadowhawk

Bright red abdomen and 
head with clear to orange 

wings, length 0.8-1.4”

Cherry-Faced 
Meadowhawk



Flight Season:

Common 
Whitetail

Identification:  
•  white/pale abdomen 
• 8 brown to black spots, 2 per wing 
• female brown abdomen with 12 spots
• length 1.7-1.9”

Habitat/Range:  Common throughout United 
States and southern Canada, it is found at  
almost any non-moving or slow waters, 
including marshes and ponds. It seems to 
tolerate disturbed habitats. It is widely  
distributed throughout Wisconsin.

Similar Species:

Grey/white abdomen, 12 
black spots and 8 white 

spots, 3 black and 2 white 
per wing, length 2.0 – 2.2”

Twelve-Spotted 
Skimmer

8 spots, 4 black-brown 
basal spots and 4 white 
spots mid-wing, length 

1.7 – 2.0”

Widow  
Skimmer



Flight Season:

Twelve-Spotted 
Skimmer

Identification: 
• grey/white abdomen
•  12 black spots and 8 white spots, 3 black and 

2 white per wing, 
• length 2.0 – 2.2”

Habitat/Range:  This species is common 
throughout United States and southern Canada. 
It is usually found at ponds, marshy-bordered 
lakes, bogs, and slow streams. It is widely 
distributed throughout Wisconsin.

Similar Species:

White/pale abdomen with 8 
brown to black spots, 2 per 

wing, female brown abdomen 
with 12 spots, length 1.7-1.9”

Common 
Whitetail

8 spots, 4 black-brown 
basal spots and 4 white 
spots mid-wing, length 

1.7 – 2.0”

Widow  
Skimmer



Flight Season:

Widow  
Skimmer

Identification:  
•  8 spots, 4 black-brown basal spots and 4 

white spots mid-wing
• length 1.7 – 2.0”

Habitat/Range:  It is usually found at ponds, 
lakes, marshes, and some few slow streams. 
It is common and widely distributed 
throughout Wisconsin.

Similar Species:

grey/white abdomen, 12 
black spots and 8 white 

spots, 3 black and 2 white 
per wing, length 2.0 – 2.2”

Twelve-Spotted 
Skimmer

White/pale abdomen with 8 
brown to black spots, 2 per 

wing, female brown abdomen 
with 12 spots, length 1.7-1.9”

Common 
Whitetail



Flight Season:

Blue Dasher Identification: 
• powder blue abdomen
• yellow and black thorax
• white face
• green eyes
• length 0.9 – 1.8”

Habitat/Range:  It is usually found at well-vegetated 
ponds, lake bays, marshes, bogs, slow streams, and 
ditches. It is widely distributed throughout Wisconsin, 
and there is some evidence that this species has been 
increasing its range northward in recent years.

Similar Species:

Powder blue abdomen, green 
thorax without stripes, green 

face, length 1.5-1.7”, aggressively 
patrols shoreline

Eastern  
Pondhawk



Flight Season:

Eastern  
Pondhawk

Identification:  
• powder blue abdomen
• green thorax without stripes
• green face
• length 1.5-1.7”
• aggressively patrols shoreline

Habitat/Range:  Common from eastern to central 
United States with some parts in Canada, it is 
usually found at ponds, lakes, and slow waters 
that are associated with floating plants. It is widely 
distributed throughout Wisconsin.

Similar Species:

Powder blue abdomen, yellow 
and black thorax, white face, 
green eyes, length 0.9 – 1.8”

Blue 
Dasher



Flight Season:

Black  
Saddlebags

Identification: 
• mostly blue-black
• black basal patch on hindwings
• length 2.0-2.2”

Habitat/Range:  Found throughout United 
States and southernmost Canada, the black 
saddlebags prefers ponds, lakes, and ditches 
without fish, including temporary ponds. 
It occurs fairly commonly throughout the 
southern two-thirds of Wisconsin.

Similar Species:
None



Flight Season:

Common  
Basketail

Identification:  
• dark brown body
•  small dark triangular shaped basal patch on 

hind wings
• length 1.5 – 1.7”

Habitat/Range:  Common throughout eastern 
United States, it is found at ponds, lakes, marshes, 
slow streams, and rivers. This species is common 
throughout Wisconsin.

Similar Species:

Brown, smoky grey wings, 
small black basal dots, 

length 1.8 – 2.1”

Smoky  
Shadowdragon

Yellow/orange/brown, 
red eyes, length 1.9 – 2.0”

Wandering 
Glider



Flight Season:

Dot-Tailed 
Whiteface

Identification: 
•  mostly black
• white face
• yellow dot located 2/3 length of abdomen
• length 1.1 – 1.3”

Habitat/Range:  This species is common in 
southern Canada and United States, except for 
the southern United States. It is usually found 
at vegetated ponds, lakes, and slow waters. It is 
common in farm-ponds. The dot-tailed white-
face is distributed widely and often abundantly 
throughout Wisconsin.

Similar Species:
None



Flight Season:

Racket-Tailed 
Emerald

Identification:  
• green eyes
• thin black abdomen, spatula-shaped tip
• length 1.1”

Habitat/Range:  It is commonly found through-
out northeastern United States and southeastern 
Canada. It prefers ponds, lake coves, bogs, and 
bog-edged slow streams. In Wisconsin, it is fairly 
common throughout most of the states.

Similar Species:

Dark brown body, small 
dark triangular shaped 

basal patch on hind wings, 
length 1.5 – 1.7”

Common 
Basketail



Flight Season:

Smoky  
Shadowdragon

Identification: 
•  brown, smoky grey wings
• small black basal dots
• length 1.8 – 2.1”

Habitat/Range:  Ranging in eastern and southern 
United States, from Louisiana to Ohio, this species 
can be found at clean large rivers and sometimes 
large streams. In Wisconsin, it is known from 
southwestern and west-central counties. Tends to 
fly at dusk.

Similar Species:

Dark brown body, small 
dark triangular shaped 

basal patch on hind wings, 
length 1.5 – 1.7”

Common 
Basketail

Yellow/orange/brown, 
red eyes, length 1.9 – 2.0”

Wandering 
Glider



Flight Season:

Wandering 
Glider

Identification:  
• yellow/orange/brown abdomen
• red eyes
• length 1.9 – 2.0”

Habitat/Range:  This species is common in United 
States and southern Canada. It is common in the 
south, while it is migratory in the north. It is usually 
found at small standing waters, including ponds and 
puddles, but also can be seen over fields, etc, well 
away from waters. It is widely distributed throughout 
Wisconsin, though infrequently seen in many areas. 
Strong, effortless flier, may appear to glide.

Similar Species:

Dark brown body, small 
dark triangular shaped 

basal patch on hind wings, 
length 1.5 – 1.7”

Common 
Basketail

Brown, smoky grey wings, 
small black basal dots, 

length 1.8 – 2.1”

Smoky  
Shadowdragon



Flight Season:

Canada Darner Identification: 
•  one of the mosaic darners with notched, mostly 

blue anterior thoracic stripe
• no eyestripe
• length 2.5-3.0”

Habitat/Range:  This species  is common throughout 
Wisconsin. Typical habitat includes bog-bordered 
lakes, boggy ponds, fens, and slow streams. Canada 
darners may be observed in feeding swarms with other 
mosaic darners in upland clearings, especially at dusk. 
It is probably the most common mosaic darner in the 
northern half of Wisconsin.

Similar Species:

One of the mosaic darners, 
deeply notched, mostly green 
anterior thoracic stripe, black 

eyestripe, length 2.5-3.0”

Lake Darner

One of the mosaic  
darners, yellow,  

unnotched thoracic 
stripe, length 2.3-2.8”

Springtime 
Darner



Flight Season:

Comet DarnerIdentification:  
• green thorax with red abdomen
•length 3.0-3.3”

Habitat/Range:  Found in the eastern and southern 
United States, this species favors grassy ponds and 
borrow pits having few or no centrarchid fishes 
(primarily sunfishes [genus Lepomis] and black 
basses [genus Micropterus]). It has been observed 
only a few times at a few sites in Wisconsin where it 
is probably an accidental species that does not occur 
every year. Wisconsin is beyond the northwestern tip 
of its established range.

Similar Species:

An especially strong flier 
with green thorax with 
mostly blue abdomen,

length 2.5-3.3”

Common Green 
Darner



Flight Season:

Common Green 
Darner

Identification: 
•  green thorax with mostly blue abdomen
• length 2.5 – 3.3” 
• an especially strong flier

Habitat/Range:  This species is found at 
a variety of still and slow-flowing waters, 
including marshes, small ponds (may be 
semi-permanent), lakes, sheltered bays, and 
slow streams. Preferred habitats often lack 
centrarchid fishes (primarily sunfishes [genus 
Lepomis] and black basses [genus Micropterus]).

Similar Species:

Green thorax with 
red abdomen, length 

3.0 – 3.3”

Comet Darner



Flight Season:

Lake DarnerIdentification:  
• one of the mosaic darners
•  deeply notched, mostly green anterior thoracic 

stripe
• black eyestripe
• length 2.5-3.0”

Habitat/Range:  Common throughout Canada and 
northern United States, this species is fairly common 
in northern Wisconsin. Preferred habitat is lakes, 
larger ponds, and sometimes slow streams, usually in 
forested landscapes.

Similar Species:

One of the mosaic darners 
with notched, mostly blue 
anterior thoracic stripe, no 
eyestripe, length 2.5-3.0”

Canada Darner

One of the mosaic  
darners, yellow,  

unnotched thoracic 
stripe, length 2.3-2.8”

Springtime 
Darner



Flight Season:

Spatterdock 
Darner

Identification: 
•  light blue anterior thoracic stripe
• blue eyes and face, 
• length 2.5-2.8”

Habitat/Range:  Spatterdock darner, an eastern 
species, is usually found at shallow, fishless 
ponds, typically with abundant water lilies 
(including spatterdock). In Wisconsin this 
species is known from only a handful of sites 
in a few central and southeastern counties.

Similar Species:

Virtually indistinguishable from 
Spatterdock Darner without catching 
and examining in hand. A somewhat 
later flying species than Spatterdock.

Blue Eyed  
Darner



Flight Season:

Springtime 
Darner

Identification:  
• one of the mosaic darners
• yellow, unnotched thoracic stripe
• length 2.3-2.8”

Habitat/Range:  Common throughout Canada and 
northern United States, this species is fairly com-
mon in northern Wisconsin. Preferred habitat is 
lakes, larger ponds, and sometimes slow streams, 
usually in forested landscapes.

Similar Species:

One of the mosaic darners 
with notched, mostly blue 
anterior thoracic stripe, no 
eyestripe, length 2.5-3.0”

Canada Darner

One of the mosaic darners, 
deeply notched, mostly green 
anterior thoracic stripe, black 

eyestripe, length 2.5-3.0”

Lake Darner
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